
Ererett N. Hale
31021 Hiock
Garden City, IKehigan 48135

August 8» 1979

Copyright Roya3.by Tribunal
1111 20th Sto Ef
Mashington» D.G. 20036

RE: 1980 Hearings

3sar Sirss

ks X'm sure you knower» the new copyright law of 1978 gave sorvnniters
their first raise in almost 70 years. This raise (from 2g to Ri3/4P)
on mechanical royalties vms hardly worthwhile» ho;rever» when one
stops to consider that the new rate is a CEELXHG and not a standard»
and that many licenses are issued below this rate. Yet even at the
283/4P rate it should. be clear that todays cost of living has long
ago stripped the song;rater of any hedge against inflation which this
minute raise might have given him.

Therefore» as a working songrrriter {and one who is forced to work
two jobs to make ends meet)» X strongly'rge this honorable Tribunal
to consider raising the mechanica1 royalty rate aud abolishing the
current "ceiling concept", And may X suggest that, the Tribunal
consider a percentage rate for mechsnical royalties as the only true
and. fair hedge against inflation» as opposed to a rate of so.many cents.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.

Very truly yours»

F v~tf
Srerett Vi. Hale
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